CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

involved with various civilians. One thing
came out clearly Most of the English wit-
nesses believed that Indians could not be
admitted to the highest and most responsible
posts without serious detriment to the effi-
ciency of the service. They believed that
as a general rule, Indians have not the nerve
and judgment necessary in a critical situation.
They believed, also, that Indians cannot be
trusted to be impartial For the majority of
those who would hold office would be, as they
now are, Brahmins; and Brahmins will favour
Brahmins at the expense of other castes
They believed, therefore, that the transfer of
the highest administrative posts to Indians
would be very unpopular with the great mass
of the people, for whom they genuinely believe
themselves to be trustees I am not m a
position to estimate the truth of this view;
but I believe it to be widely held among the
English officials, and among the most intelli-
gent and enlightened of them. On the other
hand, the bulk of the Indian witnesses main-
tained that Indians trained in English ideas
and methods would be as competent and fair
as Englishmen. I must add, however, that I
have met Indian officials who take the other
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